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Remembering
George Demers
It's  a  strange  experience,
when  asked  to  remember
someone  who  died  recently

and
suddenly,  as  they  of-
ten  still  seem  here.
You  can  be  flipping
through  Facebook
posts and see a photo,
smile  and  then  sud-
denly  remember,  that
that  person  is  no
longer with us. 

Even  though  I  only
knew George for a rel-
atively  short  time,  he
had a strong impact on
me,  and  the  others
that  he  met  and

worked  with.   As  with  many  international
Subud roles, myself, George, and the rest of
the  international  youth  team only  had one
and  a  half  days  to  meet  together  at  the
World congress, to get to know each other
and learn about what we needed to do. After
this we headed back to our corners of  the
earth,  and  most  of  our  contact  was  via
email. In fact, the Basara camp was only the
third time I was physically in the same place
as George. 

However, in the past two and a half years he
had come to feel like family. For me it is rare
to meet someone I feel can really see you,
your  strengths  and  weaknesses,  neuroses,

fears, love, kinetic energy, inse-
curity, arrogance etc., someone
who can really see all these as-
pects,  and  accept  them  com-
pletely. To me George was this
kind  of  person.  I  would  often
turn to him in my most vulnera-
ble  of  panicked  states.  He
would listen and give me extra
time. He was there, not only for
me, but I think for all of us co-
ordinators. 

A  couple  of  weeks  after  his
passing we came together as a
team, connecting with George's
wife,  Camille,  and  with  Elias
Dumit, who was there for sup-
port.  Two  things  were  very
clear: each one of us within the
International  youth  team  had
had a unique, personal relation-
ship  to  George.  We'd  felt  his

support,  understanding  and  patience.  We
also became aware of the amazing juggling
act he'd been doing for us. 

I believe, that during Basara the youth of the
world  felt  this  as  well.  Many  of  them had
never  met  George  before.  Some  of  them
may have only just become aware, or spent
a short amount of time with him, but could
feel that he was there for the youth, for the
gathering, overseeing and protecting every-
one there. He was holding the space for us
all. I know for the Basara team, his loss was
particularly hard as he had been there sup-
porting them for so long and had made an
impact on each of them during the camp. 

Someone  asked  me  why  the  international
youth  coordinator  was  older,  but  in  many
ways George didn't feel older. I laughed with
him, was silly and immature with him, Then
in other ways he was older, maintained pa-
tience,  could  carry  a  vision  we  had  as  a
team, support it, and work
for it, without taking own-
ership of it. He could hap-
pily create a space for the
youth  team,  and  youth
projects  in  general,  drive
them  through  with
strength,  never  pushing

George Demers.

Rhyana Blakeley with George.



his own agenda. This balance is much harder
to find than it sounds. 

For those who knew him, even for  a short
time, he touched our lives for ever. For the
Subud Youth Activities International (SYAI),
the  movement  of  the  Subud  youth,  and
therefore  Subud  as  a  whole,  he  held  the
space: for us and our future. 
I  am thinking of  Camille,  and his  children.
God bless you George, I wish you good trav-
els. 

These  kind  words  were  given  by  Rhyana
Blakeley.

* * * 

This December and January saw the largest
Subud Youth Congress in a long time. Over
150 enthusiastic souls from around the globe
met  in Rungan Sari, Central Kalimantan, In-
donesia, for Basara 2016. The word “basara”
means  gathering  in  the  local  Dayak  lan-
guage,  and  that  is  just  what  we  did.  But
rather  than  put  words  to  the  experience,
please enjoy  this  selection  of  photographs.
Our space here is limited, but if you hit up
Facebook and search for “Basara 2016” you'll
be sure to stumble across literally hundreds
of images documenting this amazing event. 

Basara Organizing Squad (not complete, but in a good mood)

Yes Quest Workshops delving into life, Subud, & future.

"I am the Forest" photography exhibit on the Rungan 
Sari Jungle Boardwalk.



Boat tours along the beautiful Rungan River.
It definitely didn't happen unless it was snapped!

The Kedung Jati Cafe on the Rungan Sari Jungle 
Boardwalk was a great spot to hang out and karaoke.

New Years Eve featured an epic, endless seeming firework display.

Football was being played every day!

Rungan Safari was an adventure to see Orang Utans, swing from the trees, and play 
in the creek, beginning with a wild ride in the back of a dump truck!

Javanese Night



If you're on the internet
and browsing for Subud
content  you  may  have
noticed  this  name
popping  up:  Youth
Space.  On  Instagram
they  can  be  found
@youthspace_,  on
Facebook  they're
@Youthspacee. Now that
all  that  is  clear,  you're
probably asking yourself
what  is  this  Youth
Space? What's it about? 
We  sat  down  with
Robiyanto
Sumohadiwidjojo,
recently  appointed  Area
1  Youth  Coordinator,

Youth  Space  member,  and  local  to  the
Wisma Subud Jakarta group, and asked him
some questions. Here's the gist of what he
shared in response:

Youth Space is a concept that came
out of the excitement of  Basara 2016. We
can still feel the buzz of the event, the sense
of purpose and unity, and want to recreate
that, but on a smaller and more consistent
scale. Basara taught us that when the youth
have a space to get together, to be as one in
one place, we not only have the opportunity
to get to know each other and grow closer,
but also to work together on new ideas and
innovation. 

Youth Space is a bridge. It closes
the gap in so many places, from member to
member, from young to old, and from within
Subud, to the 'outside' world. Let's elaborate
on those one at a time: 

First,  we  want  to  source  our  local
talent  as  we  develop  enterprises  and
projects. Let's say I am looking to create an
IT  project  and  I  need  a  graphic  designer.
Why go out looking when I could be finding
what  I  need  within  our  own  ranks?  Youth
Space will help connect people with varying
talents and capacities.

Next  we  know  that  this  is  not  just
beneficial to ourselves, but Subud in general.
Let's be real: Subud Youth is a huge part of
Subud as a whole. We have a tremendous
role to play in the future of Subud, should be
given  the  opportunity  to  work  with  the
organization, and have a say as well. 

In our meetings we often talk about
the  two  generations  in  Subud:  Our  elders
who have the resources, but less energy, and
the  youth,  who  have  the  energy,  but  lack
resources. We need to bring them together,
so Subud can progress in this new age. We
recognize  the  importance  of  working  in
parallel  with  Subud  Indonesia,  and  Subud
Youth Indonesia, supporting them, and being
a bridge between the two as well. 

Finally,  one of the biggest  questions
we've  been  asking  ourselves  within  Youth
Space meetings is: What are we in relation
to Subud Youth Indonesia, and Subud Youth
world wide? 

We  don't  want  to  be  missionaries
going out explaining what Subud is. No. As
we move forward it will be clear, that this is
Subud. Our work will be proof that through
the guidance of the latihan kejiwaan, we can
do  great  good  for  the  world,  not  just  for
Subud, but for mankind.

Youth  Space  has  been  created  as  a
bridge  for  this  purpose  above  all.  We  are
open,  not  only  to  Subud  Youth,  but  to
everyone,  not  only  Subud  members  either.
We are a channel for creativity, productivity,
ideas, and innovation from all around, within
and outside of Subud. And in the end people
will know that this started as a result of the
youth in Subud.

This concept is not meant to just live
and stay here, but to be tried, tested, and
potentially  adopted  across  Subud  Youth
Indonesia and the world. 

At  the  moment  we  are  working  on
promoting  Youth  Space.  We are  located  in
the old “Little Bird Cafe” building, that is in
dire need of an overhaul. We're fundraising
to finance the renovations and welcome all
donations  as
well.  Despite
such  blocks  in
our  way we feel
that  this  is  the
perfect  location,
a  strategical
place to start our
stride  into  the
future.

    * * *   

Contact:    
subudyouthspace@gmail.com 

mailto:subudyouthspace@gmail.com


What's coming up...

Calendar courtesy of subudworldnews.com

WSA Chair Elias Dumit took us on Bike Tours of the 
area during Basara and continues to cycle throughout 
his 'regular' life as well. 

Apr EVENTS 2017

1
WORLD LATIHAN - 20:00 (Los Angeles) - 21:00 (Mexico City) - 22:00 (Bogota) - 23:00 (New 
York/Santiago de Chile)

2
WORLD LATIHAN - 3:00 (GMT) - 4:00 (London) - 5:00 (Paris) - 10:00 (Jakarta) - 13:00 
(Sydney) - 15:00 (New Zealand)

13 - 15
ENCUENTRO NATIONAL DE JUVENTUDES at the Centro Amanecer in Colombia. Contact 
Konrad Muñoz

14 - 17
LOUDWATER FARM EASTER SLEEPOVER EXTRAVANGANZA, United Kingdon. Check
out details on FB and below

26 - May 1
New

ZONE 3 COUNCIL MEETING in Cenacola, Pisa, Italy. Please contact Matthew Weiss

28 - May 1  ZONE 9 MEETING in Lima Peru , further contacts to come

May EVENTS 2017

5 - 8
SUBUD FRANCE NATIONAL CONGRESS in Sète (southern France) - Please contact 
Françoise Ivanoff at francoise.ivanoff@gmail.com

7
WORLD LATIHAN - 03:00 (Los Angeles) - 05:00 (Bogota/Mexico City) - 06:00 (New 
York/Santiago de Chile) - 10:00 (GMT) - 11:00 (London) - 12:00 (Paris) - 17:00 (Jakarta) - 20:00 
(Sydney) - 22:00 (New Zealand)

Jun EVENTS 2017

3
WORLD LATIHAN - 13:00 (Los Angeles) - 15:00 (Bogota/Mexico City) - 16:00 (New 
York/Santiago de Chile) - 20:00 (GMT) - 21:00 (London) - 22:00 (Paris)

4 WORLD LATIHAN - 03:00 (Jakarta) - 06:00 (Sydney) - 08:00 (New Zealand)

Jul EVENTS 2017

6 - 16
New 

ZONE 4 MEETING in Greece. For more details please go to:
https://www.subud-zone4.org/zone-meeting-and-gathering/

31 - Aug 6
SUBUD GERMANY NATIONAL CONGRESS AND FAMILY HOLIDAY, Haus Nordhelle, 
West Germany. Contact Subud Germany for more details.

Aug EVENTS 2017

6 - 13
SUBUD BRITAIN FAMILY GATHERING AND CONGRESS, Culford School, Culford Bury 
St. Edmunds. For details please contact congress.organisers@subud.org.uk

Jul EVENTS 2018

26 Opening of the 15TH SUBUD WORLD CONGRESS 2018 in Freiburg, Germany
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Event: Loudwater Farm Easter Sleepover
Date: April 14 – 17
Location: Loudwater Farm,  Rickmansworth,
UK
Info:  We  would  like  to  welcome  you  to
Loudwater Farm for a relaxed and fun event,
to  make  friends  and  take  home  cherished
memories. We have sleepovers, latihan, and
an egg hunt planned!
The  event  will  be  18+  for  young  Subud
members and any 'youthful' adults out there!
That  said,  you  are  welcome  to  bring  any
non-Subud people and encouraged to bring
+1's to the gathering, so long as everybody
books in advance and respects the rules. 
Cost: £25 each, or £20 if you bring +1.
Facebook  Event:  Loudwater  Farm  Easter
Sleepover Extravaganza
Contact: sya@subud.org.uk or below
Organizers:

Li Lord: alicia.lord98@gmail.com 
Aaron Betts: officialrenbe@gmail.com

 

Event: Zone 3 Gathering
Date: April 26 – May 1
Location: il Cenacolo near Pisa, Italy
Info:  Zone  3  is  having  their  2017  Zonal
Meeting and welcomes guests from all over
the Subud World. They have done their best
to keep the cost as low as possible. There is
limited space in the hotel so book early. The
27th  and  29th  will  be  Kedjiwaan  days,
discovering  ways  to  help  the  growth  of
Subud, Youth, Enterprise and preparation for
the World Congress 2018. Plenary Sessions
will  be  on April  28 and 30,  with  a  closing
ceremony before lunch on May 1. Saturday
Night  is  a  celebration  of  50  years  Subud
Italy!  Come out  of  your  shell  and  bring  a
contribution  of  song,  stories  or  something
unexpected.  Non-Subud  partners  are  most
welcome as always.

Cost:  €48  per  night,  all  included  except
transport
Contact: Zone3@subud.org
Youth Financial Aid Application: 
https://goo.gl/forms/X2vIp91mr6CdBQPJ3  

   Get details on

     upcoming

   highlights

Event: 

National Subud Youth 
Gathering Colombia
Encuentro Nacional de Joventudes

Date: April 13 - 15
Location: Amanecer, Colombia
Contact: 

Marco Blanco Ariza 
(+57) 305 784 2512

Konrad Muñoz
(+57) 321 646 8165

https://goo.gl/forms/X2vIp91mr6CdBQPJ3
mailto:Zone3@subud.org
mailto:officialrenbe@gmail.com
mailto:alicia.lord98@gmail.com
mailto:sya@subud.org.uk


Event: Zone 4 Gathering
Dates: July 6 – 16
Location: Chalkidiki, Greece

Info:  Dear  brothers  and  sisters,  we  are
inviting  you  to  Greece  for  the  Zone  4
Meeting, and also to enjoy ten relaxing and
fun days by the beautiful sea of Chalkidiki. 
We  are  happy  to  host  the  event  at  a
wonderful  5  star  Hotel  with  spacious
beautiful rooms and all the facilities we will
need, at 3-star prices! 
There are also amazing camping options very
close by, that offer a less expensive, but just
as idyllic experience.
The delegates will be meeting from July 6 –
11.  Afterwards  the  official  family  holiday
begins,  though  all  guests  and  family  are
welcome from the beginning.

More Info: https://www.subud-zone4.org/
under “Zone Meeting and Gathering”

Workshop: 

Keys to
Creativity
Unlock the door 
to your creativity
When/where: Zone 4 Gathering in Greece

Info:  SICA  (Subud  International  Cultural
Association)  invites  you  to  the  Keys to
Creativity workshop series.  We will  use  an
art  centred  approach  to  discover,  develop,
and express your talents. Various artists will
be  holding  different  workshops  with  a  rich
variety of materials every day. Paint, paper,
colours,  music,  song,  dance,  performance,
clowning, and story-telling will all be offered.

We will also explore our inner culture
and creativity through the latihan, with daily
kejiwaan  gatherings.  Learn  to  value  your
intuition, inspiration, and spontaneity. These
are  your  tools.  As  Bapak  said  in  a  talk  in
Cilandak, New Years' Day, 1987: "So this is
Subud — something spontaneous."

Something unexpected may arise out
of this — an enterprise, a performance, an
exhibition, for Greece, or even later for the
World Congress in 2018.

Contact: register with Rusydah Ziesel
email: rusydah@gmx.at 
Phone: (+49) 170 944 3955

Event:

  German National Congress
Dates: July 31 – August 6
Location: Haus Nordhelle, West Germany 

Info: Subud Germany invites members from
everywhere  to  join  them  for  their  annual
National Congress. This year the event will
be  spanning  an  entire  week  to  include  a
greater family vacation element. Why might
this event be of interest to you? Well, for one
thing Haus Nordhelle is beautifully situated in
the forests and rolling hills of the Sauerland,
has a swimming pool which is open both day
and  night,  opportunities  to  camp  and  play
sports on their spacious grounds,  and rooms
for creative engagement. There's a lake and
the very impressive Atta stalactite cave near
by.  In  addition  our  next  World  Congress
2018  will  be  in  Germany,  so  there  will  be
brainstorming  and  planning  at  Nordhelle.
Come catch World Congress fever! 

More Info:
http://subud-kongress.webs.com/ 

This year Zone 4 will be gathering by the georgeous 
sea of Chalkidiki in Greece.

Haus Nordhelle, location of the German National Congress.

http://subud-kongress.webs.com/
mailto:rusydah@gmx.at
https://www.subud-zone4.org/


An interview 
of Rachel Otto 
by Andrea Sillem.

Always  having  your
mom  doing  latihan
along side you can be
both  fantastic  and
embarrassing. On the one hand it's kind of
like having a personal Helper; I can always
count  on  her  to  listen  to  my  latihan
'epiphanies', or crying about life's dilemmas.
 
But I remember one specific night in 2007: I
had been opened no longer than a couple of
weeks,  and  we  were  doing  latihan  in  our
regular  group.  I  started  to  feel  a  bit
overwhelmed and decided
to sit down for a minute. 
She  caught  wind  of  this,
came over, bent down to
me  and  whispered:  “You
know,  you  can't  receive
much when you’re  sitting
down.  You  should  stand
back up again.” 
I  looked  back  at  her,
couldn't  believe  what  I
was  hearing.  Being  a
teenager  was  hard
enough,  but  now  my
mother had to tell me how
I  was  supposed  to  do
latihan?  Before  she  even
got to stand up again I started crying like a
child. Seriously, I don't think I ever bawled
that hard in latihan, and it wasn't just me
who was surprised by this reaction. I think I
frightened my mom, because she let me be
and  never  did  anything  like  that  again.
Fortunately we're able to laugh about it now.
She just wanted to protect me, and help me
adjust. 

My mom, Rachel  Otto,  is  truly  one  of  the
most dedicated Subud people I know. She is
that person doing latihan three times a week
with  no  exception,  organizing  events,  and
making sure everyone is able to come to the
group. That's why I chose to interview her. I
hope you enjoy her stories as much as I did.

Andrea: How and when did you get in touch
with Subud?

Rachel: You know, I found Subud because I
wished for  it.  Let  me explain  a bit  better:
One night in 1973, when I was 17 years old,

my friends and I were discussing the coming
of the second Christ; what would a modern-
day prophet look like? Could it be a woman?
Would  they  make  an  appearance  on  TV?
Would  we  have  the  faith  to  acknowledge
them as a prophet?
My  friend  even  pointed  out:  “Maybe  he  is
walking past our house at this very moment,
and we're just not aware of it.”

That  blew my  mind.  On  my  way
home  I  thought  everything  over
and realized I would not be easily
convinced  of  anyone  being  a
prophet; I would never be able to
trust  or  approve  of  any  form  of
leader.  This  caused  me  great
distress.  I  had  to  make  sure  I
wouldn’t become my own obstacle.

Thus a wish took shape within me:
“Dear God, if you exist, please help
me not  overlook your  messenger.
Make  me  accept  him  against  my
'better' judgement.”
At  that  moment,  my  chin  was
forcefully pulled up, and looking I

saw a  triad  of  stars  twinkling in  the  black
November night sky as if replying: “It is OK.”
Quite  an amusing thought that  stars  could
talk.  Goose  bumps  ran  all  over  my  body,
from  top  to  bottom  and  back  up  again.
Shivering and trembling I  forced myself  to
keep walking. I thought the cold had made
me  shiver,  but  now  I  know  that  it  was
actually part of a true receiving.

It wasn’t until 2,5 years later that I ended up
in  the  company  of  Subud  people.  Another
half a year later, in November of 1976, the
helpers  asked  me  –  even  though  they
normally  never  ask  –  if  I  wanted  to  be
opened.

Andrea: In what way would you say Subud
has  impacted  your  life  most  significantly?
Have you personally experienced any long-
term benefits from doing latihan?

Rachel: To me Subud is the school of life,
and the latihan teaches me through my own
inner. I appreciate the fact that there is no

Andrea & Rachel.



need  to  obey  or  follow  a  leader.  Through
Subud I've been given tools to manage my
life  independently.  I  try  to  listen  to  my
receiving,  see  my  mistakes,  and  most
importantly  love  my  fellow  humans  and
ultimately love God.
In the end it is up to you. Are you preparing
yourself for the gift of God? Are you willing
to let  go? How do you plan on living your
life? Do you really want to become a decent
person? Are you willing to  learn from your
mistakes?

Andrea: You have met Bapak. Can you tell
a little bit about what that was like? 

Rachel:  I  met  Bapak  shortly  after  I  was
opened,  in  1977.  I  was  inexperienced  and
unwilling to accept him as a 'leader', because
I  was  stubborn  and  carefully  avoided  any
guru  figure.  Which  is  probably  why  the
following happened to me:
We finished our first latihan and testing, and
my girlfriends and I were excitedly chatting
afterwards.  All  of  a  sudden  they  stepped
aside, backs to the wall. Feeling confused I
tried to signal 'What are you doing?'.  They
waved me over to join them. 'You're funny,
squeezed up against the wall when there is
so much more space here!'  I was thinking.
Then they pointed at something behind me
and I turned around.

There was Bapak, right behind me. I had a
split  second  to  take  it  all  in:  bright  white
teeth,  eyes  hidden  behind  light  reflecting
glasses, a normal man, with a gentle smile.
I  had  to  get  out  of  the  way!  I  rushed so
abruptly I actually tripped over my own slow
feet, but landed surprisingly in the middle of

the  crowd.  I  felt  completely  baffled.  What
had  happened?  Had  I  just  been  made  to
walk faster? The fact is, I actually felt I had
been transported out of his way. 
All  my  doubts  disappeared  instantly,  gone
forever. These kinds of experiences were not
unusual in his presence.

Andrea: Do you have any advice you would
like to share with the youth, or anything you
would like to add?

Rachel:  Well,  if  you  are  serious  about
having Subud in your life then you need to
be  able  to  create  space  for  receiving.  You
can do this through reminding yourself daily,
as often as you can, of the feeling of latihan.
Take your time to acquire the sense of quiet
before undertaking anything important. This
is  how you  create  space  for  Subud  in  the
busy day to day.
Secondly,  you  can  prepare  yourself  before
latihan by trying to truly realize that you’re
standing in front of the power of God. That is
the best start for a new life in Subud.

* * *

* * *

      Andrea's older sister Audrey with Rachel.



Projects  by  Subud  people,  with  Subud
people, supported by a life with the latihan,
in the spirit  of Susila Budhi Dharma. Read
about  them, be inspired by  them, connect
with them, enrich your life, and your future.

Info: After many years of dreaming about it,
we  finally  have  a  shop/gallery  online.  We
invite all and any of you who would like to
display  and  sell  your  handmade  or  artistic
goods  on  our  website.  Send  us  photos  of
your creations.
Every  artist  has  a  separate  gallery  on  our
page,  which can be found by selecting the
'Galleries' link in the top menu.

Website: dovetail-designs.indiemade.com 
Contact: 

Robiyan  robiyan@gmail.com  
Harina harinoula@gmail.com 

The Mentorship Project

Info:  If  you  have  a  passion,  talent,  an
interest  or  inspiration and would like some
advice  from  people  with
experience in your field we
have  what  you  need  to
help fuel your dreams. 
It can be difficult to figure
everything out alone,
which is why the
Mentorship Programme
was created. We have a
number of professionals
from different fields ready
and willing to mentor people in all kinds of 
disciplines. 

Contact: Muctar Nankeville ses@muctar.com

Democracy 
and Education

By Arthur Sancerni

Why do all schools in democratic states
have  to  be  so  fundamentally
undemocratic and hierarchical? Why are
children forced trough a system that is
entirely dictated by adults? 
To me such a place, that has the right

to  manipulate  a  person,  to  change  them
after  their  ideas,  to  shape  their  mind with
their dogmas, exercising intimidation to keep
up  with  their  preconceived  notions  of
“correct” goals is not a place my child would
grow happy. 
This  is  why,  in  2015,
myself  and  5  friends
created  a  democratic
school  in  Paris,  France.
Here  human  rights  are
fully  applied  to  children
of  all  ages.  We  were
inspired by the Sudbury
Valley  School  Concept
from  the  United  States.
It has proved its success
with  this  approach  for
over 50 years. 

Educational  science  shows  clear  evidence
that  following  your  own  curiosity  and
interests is the most effective way to learn.
In  democratic  schools,  this  concept  is
honoured and followed through.  Free,  self-
motivated  learning  and  untethered  natural
curiosity are nurtured. 
We learn to function in a co-built collective,
where everyone takes responsibility.  School
meetings,  the  justice  committee,  house
cleaning,  and  even  employment  decisions
and  finances  are  all  tackled  together.  The
result is motivated, innovative, self-confident
persons, who become lifelong learners.
This  is  a  rich  social  environment,  where
young  and  old  coexist  without  pressure.
Everyone  benefits  from it.  Since  our  open
source adventure has had so much success,
14 additional schools in France were created
replicating the idea.  

Now we are launching a new project to take
this  concept  to  a  whole  other  level:  a
Democratic Village in the south of France. 

Contact: 
Arthur Sancerni  ysancerni@gmail.com   

Arthur Sancerni

Muctar Nankeville

mailto:ysancerni@gmail.com
mailto:ses@muctar.com
mailto:harinoula@gmail.com
mailto:robiyan@gmail.com
http://dovetail-designs.indiemade.com/


Finally it's time to

Dance Around the Globe

You  may  already  have  heard  about
Guillaume Sanchez, a young Subud member,
whose  dream  is  to  travel  the  world,
exploring cultures through dance.  With the
support of the Subud International Cultural
Association  (SICA),  Guerrand-Hermès
Foundation for Peace (GHFP),  Subud Youth
Association (SYA), and many individuals, his
dream became a reality, as he moved ahead
to create the pilot series for his project.

“Thanks to everyone who has been a
part of this. Moral support plays a big role in
maintaining the drive to push forward. I've
been  blessed  when  it  comes  to  Dance
Around The Globe. Media interest is steadily
growing as the launch of our web-series on
March 7 approaches. I am inviting you all to
subscribe  to  our  YouTube  channel  and
become a part of this amazing experience.” 

 
-Guillaume Sanchez

YouTube: Subscribe! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4uvT
4P4Nc0ENkYy4nIyYQ 
Website: 
www.dancearoundtheglobe.strikingly.com

World Congress Organizing Team (WCOT)

Seeking Volunteers

Everybody  who's  ever  been  to  a  World
Congress can feel it:  So much goes into this
massive  event.  It  is  something  we,  as  Subud
members, always get to look forward to on the
horizon, and at this point the day moves closer
and closer.  The  opening  Ceremony has  been
earmarked for July 26, 2018. In the end World
Congress  is  an  almost  entirely  volunteer
dependent  event.  That's  why  we  need  you,
brothers  and  sisters,  to  step  forward  once
again, and help us create an event to remember
for years to come. Getting involved is always a
great  opportunity  to  get  to  know  and  make
friends  with  Subud  people  from  around  the
world,  to  make  a  meaningful  difference,  to
experience unexpected  growth,  and also help
cover some of your congress cost.

Apart  from  the  below  listed  areas
seeking responsible  people,  there will  always
be the usual  volunteer  opportunities  you can
opt for once general registration is open. If You
have  any  questions  as  to  what  you  can  do,
please contact WCOT.

Accommodation: 
This  person  is  our  connection  to  the

tourist  office  and  fundamentally  mediates
hotels  and  takes  pleasure  in  finding  private
accommodation.  Experience in the hotel  field
is desired.

Personnel management: 
This  person  is  the  contact  partner  for

the  individual  task  areas  when  experts  are
needed. He or she also supports the individual
task  areas  in  respect  of  the  management  of
volunteers.  Strong  nerves,  the  power  of
persuasion and humor are required.

http://www.dancearoundtheglobe.strikingly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4uvT4P4Nc0ENkYy4nIyYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD4uvT4P4Nc0ENkYy4nIyYQ


Spanish Translations: 
We seek people who can help us now,

in  the  preparation  phase,  translating  from
English or German to Spanish, and mostly at
short notice!

Contact: worldcongress2018@subud.org 

Registration:
We expect to welcome 2,500 to 3,000

people  from  all  over  the  world  to  the  next
Congress, many of whom may not know either
German  or  English.  We  are  looking  for
volunteers  to  work  on  the  registration  team
with Rita Oakford, and will thus also especially
need to find people who speak Spanish, French
or Russian, etc. 

We  would  also  love  to  hear  from
anyone  who  would  like  to  be  part  of  the
Registration Team before the Congress, as well
as during the Congress. If you feel you would
like to participate, please talk to Rita.

Contact:
rita.oakford.wcot2018@subud.org 
Skype: ritaaulig

Subud Youth Activities International 
(SYAI) Team seeking

International 
Youth Coordinator 

SYAI  is  a  vital  body  of  the  global  Subud
network.  For  the  sake  of  transparency,
information,  and  most  importantly  in  our
search  for  a  new  International  Youth
Coordinator  to  step  in  for  our  recently
passed Subud brother  George  Demers,  we
introduce to you an excerpt of a structural
proposal  document presented to  the World
Subud Council, and created by the members
of the SYAI team of March, 2014. Here you
can learn about the state of SYAI past and
present,  and  perhaps  where  you,  or
someone you  know,  could  find  themselves
as  a  part  of  it,  now,  or  in  the  future.
Specifically the reasons for and parameters
of the role of International Youth Coordinator
are  defined.  Some  areas  are  summarized
and paraphrased.

History & Challenges 
Prior to the 2010 Christchurch World

Congress  there  had  traditionally  been  two
International Youth Coordinators. However, it
was  recommended  prior  to  the  World
Congress  that  this  be  increased  to  6
coordinators.  This  proposal  was  accepted
and  as  such  there  were  six  International
Youth  Coordinators  tested  in  at  the
Christchurch  congress,  a  male  and  female
from each area.

The  youth  team  found  having  six
members  difficult,  and over  the four  years
following the restructuring three coordinators
stepped down from their roles, with one new
addition  to  the  team  in  2013.  The  main
difficulties  the  team  encountered  included
unclear  definitions  of  responsibilities  and
processes, difficulties in working together to
complete  tasks  and  projects,  a  lack  of
support  and  connection  to  International
Helpers  and  the  World  Council,  and
uncertainty as to the definition of youth and
their needs.

The Definition of Subud Youth
Without  wanting  to  open  Pandora’s

box  and  an  ongoing  discussion  that  could
continue on indefinitely, we will simply state
our  understanding  of  what  Subud  Youth

Freiburg, Germany, home to Subud's 15th World Congress, Summer 2018.

Rhyana, George, Konrad, & Barnabas, members of the 
Subud Youth Activities International Team at Basara.

mailto:rita.oakford.wcot2018@subud.org
mailto:worldcongress2018@subud.org


means after years of contemplation.
As youth coordinators we have been

forced to recognize the fact that different life
stages (usually, but not exclusively identified
by age ranges) have different challenges and
experiences, and as such the needs may be
different at times.

To  us  (the  coordinators  of  March
2014) "Subud youth" can be broken roughly
into two main categories;

The  first  consists  of  the  children  of
Subud  members  aged  10  (give  or  take  a
year) to 17. We have all received throughout
our time as Youth Coordinators that it  is a
major responsibility to ensure that we help
create  spaces,  opportunities  and
communications  that  foster  these  young
peoples connection to Subud, and encourage
their participation within the organisation.

The second group is the older youth,
opened or unopened, starting at around 16
and continuing on into the 30’s and beyond if
the individual feels the connection still. Youth
in this age group require a different level of
support  which  is  often based more  around
access  to  services,  promotion  of  programs
and projects  like  YES Quest,  Human Force
camps, Subud Youth Fellowships etc.,   and
assistance with putting on events. Again with
this group it is also the role of the SYAI team
to encourage and provide space for them to
get involved in the Subud organisation.

The Team Coordinator
Given our experiences of the past, we

believe SYAI needs a team coordinator. This
role should be filled by someone 30+ years
of age with a stable position in life and the
skills to be able to manage the team.  From
an  inner  perspective  we  feel  that  it  is
important  to  have  an  experienced  Subud
member,  who  can  help  guide  us,  provide
direction when needed, work to develop  the
team member's skills, and an awareness of
our  weaknesses.  This  person organizes the
communication  of  the  SYAI  team  through
Skype  meetings  and  the  likes,  as  well  as
being  the  central  communicator  between
SYAI with WSA, and the Wings. He or She
plays  a  central  role  in  the  oversight  and
application process of the International Youth
Travel Fund (IYTF), and finally ensures that
the tasks of individual members of the SYAI
team are completed.

For the full document and job description
Contact: sya-international@subudyouth.net

My love letter to you.

Dear Reader,
In our first newsletter we introduced

you to some of our Zone 3 & 4 Youth Team
members.  Much  as  the  lives  of  the  young
members we are and work for, the network
of  involved  persons  seems  to  constantly
fluctuate, evolve, and grow. Since our 'Super
Team' was formed at Poland in 2016 I myself
have  gone  through  several  role  changes,
from  creative,  to  secretary,  newsletter
designer/  editor  in  chief,  and  finally  most
recently official Zone 4 Youth Representative
alongside  my  Zone  3  counterpart  Rodrigo
Rogers. 

Due  to  our  time  at  Basara,  our
connection  to  SYAI,  National  Youth
Coordinators, as well as youth and members
in general from around the globe is able to
grow stronger.  There  is  an ever  deepening
sense  of  unity  I  see  as  imperative  to
continue to foster. 

Being  this  involved  constantly
challenges  me  to  become  more
compassionate,  more  loving,  more  honest,
and  I  hope  I  can  be  forgiven  for  my
shortcomings as I go forth in this role and
life.  That's  what  this  is  all  about  to  me:
making this newsletter, communicating with
each other, organizing and promoting Subud
events everywhere, even doing the latihan –
I am looking to live Susila Budhi Dharma. To
me this means recognizing our humanity, my
connection  to  others  and  the  Great  Life
Force, and surrendering to it,  to God, with
faith and patience.  

I feel so much gratitude when I think
of the friendships I've gained through my life
in  Subud.  From  infancy  to  this  day  the
number only seems to grow. If you do not
know me yet, I hereby invite you to contact
me  directly  to  subscribe,  contribute,  or
comment on this newsletter, or better yet, to
make a friend for life.   

So,  I  hope  that  through  this
newsletter  you of all  ages and nations can
share  in  my  sense  of  inclusion  and
excitement for what is going on in the Subud
world today. 

Love and may God bless you all,
Rosella Manja Vaughn

Contact: find me on Facebook or via email
rosellavaughn@gmail.com  

Instagram:  kejiwaankid (4 subud content)
misssababa ('regular' account)

mailto:rosellavaughn@gmail.com
mailto:sya-international@subudyouth.net


Thank you to our

DONORS
Much  of  what  we  do  wouldn't  be

possible without the tireless contributions of
Subud members everywhere. 

For one thing we would like to thank
the  Zones  3  &  4,  various  national,  and
international  councils,  as  well  as  a host  of
individuals who donated to the Zone 3 & 4
Youth  Fund!  We  used  this  money  to  help
over 15 young members from Europe cover
the  registration/  room  &  board  fee  for
Basara.  We  know  that  there  were  other
entities  and  individuals  helping  and
sponsoring other youth and members from
around the world come to Indonesia for this
memorable event, and without listing all, one
after the other, we would like to simply put
out an all encompassing 

THANK YOU!

Without  these  generous  donations
and efforts of all kinds many of us would not
have been able to afford going, and we hope
that through our actions, activities, and deep
appreciation we can repay you all.

BECOME A DONOR
to the Zone 3 & 4 Youth Fund
OR become part of the Team

Contact:
Rodrigo Rogers, Zone 3 Youth Rep: 
rodrigoz3z4@subud.org   

Rosella Vaugn, Zone 4 Youth Rep:
rosellavaughn@gmail.com 

Newsletter Contributions

Editor/ Layout/ Design: 
Rosella Manja Vaughn

Remembering George Demers:
Rhyana Blakeley

Youth Space:
Robiyanto Sumohadiwidjojo

Events Calendar:
Osanna Vaughn 
(via www.subudworldnews.com) 

Why don't you just ask your Mother:
Andrea Sillem
Rachel Otto

Democracy and Education:
Arthur Sancerni

Closing note “Finally”:
Rosella Manja Vaughn

Pictures:
Freya Sheard
Bjorn Vaughn
Victor Boehm
Konrad Muñoz
Yudistira Tribudiman
Muhammad Budiyanto
Osanna Vaughn
Rosella M. Vaughn

Many of the images were taken from
Facebook, some from Google. We apologize if
any contributors to the pool of pictures were
left  out,  but  due  to  the  fact  that  the
photographers  are  not  always  clearly
denoted online it was hard to find who they
are  in  all  instances.  For  questions  or
complaints regarding accreditation of specific
images, please contact the editor. 

Contact: 
Editor: rosellavaughn@gmail.com  

SUBSCRIBE OR
UNSUBSCRIBE HERE:

https://goo.gl/forms/IIyP8GOEOscqrp8j2 
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